
won. This was clinched by the factthat the office staff arid the orseboyswere from Canton and thecoolies natives of Shanghai and notone of them had.been touched. It wasan attack upon the Ning Co clanalone. As regards the second point,som thing must have oocrred tocause a rival clan to make the assault,but how, or when, or why?This was the puzzle. Wang Foo recalledthe >\ords in the great cl ssic:The princely man sta ds by his kinsmen."and he knew that it must havebeen a carefully planned and a concertedaction Timxr -11 *" "i noj n c an 111 11and they were In it together.But the star, the wounds In theshape of the star that Morehead haddescribed, the star with one pointlonger than the others what of that?He lighted his little clolssonne pipeand leaned back In his wicker chairrepeating these words over to himself:"A star with three points; a starwith three points; one point longerthan the others.longer than theothers." His eyes rested upon thecelling, where hung the tablet withthe household motto;
"The Perfect Host of the BambooHeavens."
Why did ho start up so suddenly?Why did he jump to his feet with asudden inspiration? Why? Becauseright above him shone the goldenoutline of the three-pointed star ofhis search, the ancient Chinese symbolfor bamboo. Yes! There it- was,with one point oblique, one horizontal,and one vertical, longer than theothers! The mystery so far was

The Gov
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PROTECTION from submarines

for our Atlantic coast commerce!
An inland waterway from

the harbor of Boston to the mouth of
the Rio Grande on the Mexican
boundary!
A system of ship canals that will

enable us to defend our industrial
centers east of the Alleghanies and
preservo the National Capital free
from invasiotjJ
This In a nutshell Indicates one of

the chief features of after-the-wur
legislation. The subject is now beforeCongress. The Department of
Commerce is investigating the matter.The government has already acquiredsome of the links in the chain
and it is preparing to buy an<J developthe others. The scheme is to bo
known as the Atlantic intracoastal
canal. The upper part of it will be
first developed and already it is far
under way. It begins with the Cape
Cod canal, a sea-level ditch, less
than eight miles in length whicli cuts
the Cape Cod peninsula and thus
Joins the waters of Cape Cod bay and
Buzzards bay, adjacent to Long Is
land sound. This canal has been
taken over by the United States rail.road administration, and it is to be
widened and deepened so that it will
make a short cut for our naval vesselsfrom New Tork to Boston. At
t-Kn nnmo It ..rill kn fka iirntor
vii*? name I iiilq IV *»iu uo vin? n aivi

coal chute for a large part of manufacturingNew England.
The next link is the Delaware and

Raritan canal, which runs from New
York bay to the Delaware river. This
also is in the hands of the governmentand It will be improved to relievethe congestion of the railroads
from the north to the south. It Is
estimated that an appropriation of
$300,000 will enahle It to carry i ^.raffleof 3,000,0(10. tons per annum. At
the same time a new wide and deep
ship canal has been surveyed by tho
Army engineers across New Jersey
almost paralleling the Delaware and
Raritan canal, and this will probably
take its place. The cost will, be in
the neighborhood of $45,000,000, but
the engineers say this will give us a
sea-level canal wide enough and deep
enough for many of our vessels of
war and It will form an Inland water
route between Philadelphia and New
York.
doing southward from the mouth of

this canal along1 the Delaware river we
pass Philadelphia and Wilmington, and
then come to the Chesapeake and Delawarecanal, which joins this river with
Chesapeake bay. The canal is less than
fourteen miles long, but it connects
bodies of inclosed- water with a shore
line equal to half the distance between
San Francisco and Shanghai in China.
Tf ltnitnc Rn 11! mnro tnith PViilaflolnhio

and by the New Jersey canal ahove proposedships can so inland t.o New York
and on by way of Cape Cod canal to
Boston. The government Is about to acquirethis fourteen-mile ditch. It will
change it to a deep shij» canal and improveit so that naval vessels coming
out of the navy yards at Hampton roads
may go inland to the navy yards at
Philadelphia and on to New York and
Boston. Submarines and our smaller
vessels of war can be moved back and
forth In it, and the size of the waterwaysmay be so increased that I hey
will be available for our big battleships.
Other connections and extensions of

the Atlantic intracoastal cannl arc the
new Krle canal to the great lakes recentlymade hy New York through nn
expenditure of more than f 101.000 100,
nnd the canals going south frnn the

t a - t t, . v....
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folkto Beaufort, N. O. Still farther
south is the proposed nhin canal across
Florida, and the one skirtin* the Gulf
of Mexico. The latter will touch New
Orleans and give protected waterways
almost all the way to Brownsville at the
mouth of the Bio Grande and the Mexicon hnnn^i»-v
A srreat part of this waterway Is

alone: the lines of natural depres-
810ns wnicn in prenisiuric iuii«s >v**rw

under water This Is true of the
Cape Cod oansl and of the line of
the proposed New Jersey ship canal.
It Is so also o' the route from Chesapeakebay to the Delaware river and
of the Dismal Swamp canal farther
so' th Th" <vt.e-> >vs hn- e heen filled
UT> bv the .I .I r- t)f the e-I-fh
through thousands of years, and all
that Is proposed Is merely to cut out
and restore the old chsnnels. The
savins: In distance will he great.
Prom New York to Boston by way
of Cape Cod the distance Is cut from
63 to 152 miles for ships goingnorth of the cape, and from
Philadelphia and Wilmington from
1 to 105 miles. The saving from
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solved; every one of these vietims
h:id In*tin struck with a weapon rut in
the shape of the character for bamboo!Truly had the Venerable t'iruml
One blessed him on his departure
with, "A happy star guide thee on
thy way!"
The following afternoon a native

tra-elcr, with heard and cue of gray,hailed a wheel-barrow coolie plying
io» e on nr Uo d of tiie Bubbling
Wei! and asked him:
"Knowest thou the way to the Templeof ihe Bamboo Idol?'
"Aye, father, 1 know it well. Take

thy seat upon my barrow and for
thirty coins of brass I take thee safelythere."

I'ruuw, 1 give nice iweniy.
"'Tis well my daily rice bowl is

not yet filled; lake thy seat upon the
barrow and begrudge mo not the
w " mo ev *it the close."
The traveler descended at the gatewayof the temple and for a fow coppersinduced the unsuspecting priest

to unlock the shrine. He bowed reverentlybefore the idol and. noticing he
missing fingers, asked how it came
about. The old priest hesitated, but
finally, as a tribute to his age and
simple manner, told him the story
of the riot and the curse of the Queen
of Hades and ihe Hairy Turtle pronouncedupon the villain from Nlngi'o. They sat down together and
drank their tea and smoked the pipe
of hospitality. The guest finally inquired,as he rose to leave: "And did
they find the Ning l*o man and wreak
toe .1. coo turn?"
"No, they never found the man, but

ernment's
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A NEW YORK STEAMER PASSI

Boston to Baltimore Is 274 miles,
and from New York to Baltimore2S0 miles. The saving of the
water distance between Philadelnhla
and Baltimore will be 317 miles. This
means economising the cost of transportationIn all kinds of products,
and also an enormous increase in
safety by the cutting oft of dangerousparts of the sea.

*
* *

As to the dangers. The route
around Cape Cod has been responsiblefor a vast number of wrecks. It
enables the ships to avoid one of th«
most dangerous parts of the coast,
Including shoals, fogs and frequent
storms. According to official records
In the twenty-three years beginning
with 1875. th"r> were 087 wrecks n
or near Cape Cod, involving a loss of
over 100 lives and property valued
at over 310,000,000. The disasters
along the Atlantic seaboard for the
decade ending 1909 were 5,700, and
they resulted in the loss of more thai
2.000 lives. The destruction of vesHAlsnnil pnrirn Hurt tier that tifrfnfl
amounted to more than $47,000,000.
Let me take the canals In detill

and show what the government .proposesto do. We shall start at Cape
Cod. If you will look at the map of
New England yoij will see that the
Cape Cod peninsula is of the shape
of a sickle joined to the body of
Massachusetts, and that it runs
around and almost Incloses the great
Bay of Cape Cod. The peninsula Is
about slxty-flve miles In length, and,
where It Joins the mainland, Capo
Cod bay and B.uzzards bay are only
eight miles apart. The canal runs
from one bay to the other, forming
a short cut from New York to Boston.From deep water to deep water
It Is thirteen miles long. It Is 100
feet wide at the bottom, and Is practicallystraight. It Is a sea-level
canal, and ships pass through with^..41,.Th/. mtttlnrv Kon tiua»
UUl IUIT1VB. 1IIC « uiiiu^ U«.7 neon

through sand and in that respect it
compares with the Sues canal rather
than Panama. The canal belongs to
the Boston Cape Cod and New York
Canal Company which claims that it
has cost over $13,000,000 to build. The
company is willing to soli to the government.but so. far the estimates of
the Army engineers are far under
that sum.
At present the Cape Cod canal is a

toll canal. If the government buys
it, it will be. free. It is now a onewaycanal, but the government plans
include its widening to double its
site, and increasing the depth to
thirty feet. This depth would accommodate90 Der cent of the coastal
"hlpplny around Cape Cod The enlargement*will cost snmethlni; like
S'l.OOfl.OftO. The Cape Cod canal Ih hejiiKused as a coal chute to relieve
the congestion of the railroads and
It Is claimed that it can now carry
ten million of the twelve million
tons of coal that are annually carried

ii> it i i I-- ,

some of tho guild of F*oo Chow men. I
hoar in priv.ito, redeemed tho honor
of tho Itainlx-o (ivdd>ss and khvi- tho
Ning l'o guild tho sign of tho saor. d
tree l»y. beating them with the temple
staffs."

1' peotor titihhins looked at h' \ni -h
"Morchead." he said to the waiting

assistant, "it's past 10 o'clock now
and Wang Koo was due this morning."Scarcely had ho uttered the
words when tho otlice coolie brought
in t In) r>n i'il nf I lia <.»v nool «.<! »» »»-w LI a

was most cordially greeted, welcomed
to a seat and. nfier the door was
carefully locked, the interview begun:
"Well, Mr. Wang, we hope you have

"brought us cheering news."
"1 bring you news, sir, most certainly.but whether it Is exactly

cheering or not will remain for you
to say."
The Chinese detective then ^proceededto unfold his tale. It was simplythe old story, somewhat comidil.it, of an internOvinclal light, in

Which superstition and religious fear
had placed a prominent part. The
man fror. Ning l'o who had hurled
the stone at the bamboo Idol, was in
a state of intoxication, and had been
taken by h o barrow to the Foo Chow
1 le i tstcaii of to his own. Not
realizing tt all what he did. or what
the consequences would be. he had. in
his drunken rage, assaulted the idol
of the rival clan. He had escaped and
had probably, on returning to his
sense, lie.i to parts unknown. Some
members of Foo Chow guild, having
pledged themselves to avenge the in;
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NG THROUGH THE CAPE COD CANA1

by water to the New England ports
north of Cape Cod. This coal goes to
some of our most thickly populated
manufacturing districts. Including
woolen and cotton mills, boot and
sltoe factories, munitions plants and
electric works. The states affected
bv It nroduced In 11114 one-half of the
boots and shoes, three-eighths of the
cotton goods and one-fourth of the
woolen and wash goods of the country.
The canal would reduce the coast

line nec ssary to be protected from
submarines for at least 110 miles. Tt
will, in the opinion of Admiral Chester,be almost as valuable as the Kiel
canal, v hich was built by the Germansat a cost of $100,000,000. That
canal does not reduce the distance
between the base of the Gormun licet
in the Baltic and the North sea by
much more than is gained by the
Cape Cod canal, between Newport
and Boston.

MaJ. Gen. Wood wants the canal
wide enough and deep enou,rh for
our largest battl ships, and says the
whole water ay should admit the
passage of su bmarines from Haltimoreto Boston.

*
* *

The Cape Cod canal project is one

of the oldest of the United States.
The line of the vat~tvay ras a

petty trade route in the days of Miles
Stanclish. Three years after the Pilgrimslanded on Plymouth Itock he
went up the little stream that flowt d
into Cape Cod at this point and
crossed over. Buzzards bay to get.
provisions from the Dutch ships that
came there. As time wont on there
was talk of a caml for the'trade betw-en the Dutch of Manhattan Island
and the puritans of Massachusetts
bay, and Just about UK) years before
Washington died the court of Massachusettsinvestigated the subject.
The matter * as tk^en up again
about the time of the declaration of
our ind pend<?*ce, and it has been
discussed at intervals from then until
18D1), when a charter was grunted to
the company that dug the canal
which the government is now operating.
The project for a canal across Ne"

Jersey is also old. ft was talked of
at the begJnnlng of the last century,
and the De*a are and * aritan canal
was begun and to n larg* e* tent *»u 111
during the Presidency of Andrew
Jackson. This cnal connect# New
York and Philadelphia. It runs by
the v ay of Parltan v»ay to the-Delawareriv< r at Bordentown, passing
through N»w BrunK-ick. Pounci
Brook and Trenton. It is less than
forty-four ml'es long nnd It has a

working depth of only shout seven
feet. The ranal tvaa opened In 1K2<
and for the last generation or so It
has been used Ity th- Pennsylvania
railroad at a rental of about |2.0fXM)oo
a year. The railroad administration
has taken charge of it and If is

i i t t
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suit to their protectress.and fearing
if they <1 i<l not do so, that slo» would

11«* wugeance upon them and
th'ir families, had hired three low
fellows of the yamenrunner order to
disguise themselves as Ning Ho visitorsand obtain ndmittaneo to the
meeting of the Ning I'o guild, which
the luju.n boys v. re innocently attending.They armed, themselves
with the tenlplo clubs, carved with
the symbol for bamboo, and suddenlyturning: down the lights, struck at
every member of the guild within
their reach, shrieking as they did so:
"The curse of the Bamboo Idol and
the Hairy Turtle." And then they escapedinto the .darkness,

uui it, u.'ou-y seize them
there and then? Do you mean to tell
me that twenty-five or thirty men
would allow themselves to be thus
held up by three?"
"Not ordinarily, of course, but you

see in "this case, the suddenness of it
and the religious fear completely paralyzedthem."
"W..II ufhw I*
" 1 "I " UK.III «. VllCjr | cpui l |l |.T/

heir masters and to the police? Why
nil tills nir of mystery about It and
this lying out of It? Were they
ashamed of It?"
'Tartly so; but, you see, this was a

matter of the guild and one of tfio
first principles of a Chinese guild Is,
'Keep out of the clutches of the law,'
and no wants to be the one to Involve
the others in trou: 'e. The moment
they heard the woi as 'Curse of the
Hairy Turtle,' whlc'i always strikes
terror to the native heart, they knew
that some Nlng I'o man had desuIntracoast
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L IN A SHORT CUT TO BOSTON.

making certain Improvements. The
War Department project, however, is
to cut an entirely n'w ship canal
along this route, making a waterway
from tv enty to thirty feet deep from
Phllnrl.lnhtn to N.w York Some of
the Army engineers have recommendd a sea-level canal of twentyfivefeet In depth. Such a canal
would be one of the chief coal and
trade routes of the east, as well as
a great military waterway. A
twenty-eight-foot canal would cost
24.000.fMi0.
Of equal importance, although of

less than one-third the length, Is the
Chesapeake and Delaware canal. This
canal is only thirteen and five-eighths
miles long, and twelve miles of it are
in Delaware. It is a lock canal only
sixty-six feet wide on the surface and
nine feet in depth. It has cost up to
date about $1,000 000, and the governmenthas taken steps to acquire it.
The estimates have already been made
for its enlargement, and these proposea depth of twenty-five feet and
a width of 125 feet, the jvhole to cost
in the neighborhood of $10,000,000. II
is a question whether a wider and
deoper canal would not be better, as
tlr one above suggested would not
suffice for battleships. It would be
wide enough only for light cruisers.
submarines and torpedo boat destroyers.' 1

*
* *

The Chesapeake and Delaware canal
Is one of the most Interesting of our

Inland waterways. The company that
built It was Incorporated just about
the time John Adams was in the
White Houjte but the canal was not
completed until the first year of AndrewJackson's administration. The
need of It was appreciated during the
war of 1812, when the National Capitalwas captured by the British and
the shores of the Chesapeake ravaaedbv the British fleet. This canal
was of great value during the civil
war. On the 17th of April Virginia
seceded from the Union and started
her troops toward Washington. Two
days later Baltimore had a riot and
every bridge on the railroad between
Baltimore and the Susquehanna river
whs burned. Hatlrosd communication
was severed, but the next day the

steamers from Philadelphia that eould
pnnii through this little canal, and beforedaylight next Inornlng they hud
troops on them and hurried them
down the Chesapeake to Annapolis
and thenoe to Washington. When
those troops arrived at thin capital the
Confederate outposts »».* at the Virginiaend of Ijong hrfsge and for the
next tnirty oaya canal wm tno
key to the whole military situation.
It had an Important part throughout
the war. It kept the Army of the Potomac'Inthe field, feeding and clothingthe aoIdler* and giving them the If
ammunition. The Kiel canal aavea tier
many two day*' steaming around the
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crated r. n Idol somewhere, and t
words. 'fiirse of the Queen of Hade*/Identified it at onco with the Templet' 111*3 Foo ('iiow guild. So they at
once agreed to keep it absolutely se*
CMTt.'.'
"Hut how will it be. settled up be*

twcon thenr?"
"Oh, that will he all adjusted in a

few days by a mutual feast at son\e
teahouse, and. justice having been
done, and 'face' saved, as. they say,
they will smoke the pipe of peace and
drink the wine of harmony, and all
will pro on merrily again. 'To restore
mutual harmony,' in the words of the
master, is wie grout virtue or numan lite."
"Just one (luesiton more, Mr. Wang,

that puar.1^ me; how did those chaps
In the temple know thnt the assailant
of the goddess was a Nlng Po man?
Was It his clothes?"
"Oh. no, not necessarily; they knew

It at once from his accent.you see
the dlulect Is quite different there
from hero or from Foo Chow."
"What are we In the department to

do about It, then?"
"There Is absolutely nothing that

you can do about It. gentlemen, and.
In the words of your own western
wisdom, I advise you to let well
enough alone. The guilds and clans
prefer to settle their own affairs undertheir own roofs "

"Or," Interrupted Morehead, "as wt
say at home, don't Interfere In a familysquabble."
"Yes, that's It," replied the man of

mystery.
(Copyright, 1918, by McClure Syndicate.)

al Canal
peninsula of Denmark. A ship canal
through these fourteen miles would
he worth a whole fleet to the United
States If we were besieged.
The Chesapeake and Delaware canal

has been operated Independent of the
railroads. A large part of Its trafflo
Is anthracite coal, which goes from
the Delaware river to Washington,
Baltimore and Norfolk and lumber
which comes from the Chesapeake
bay nnd the south through here on Its
way north. The engineers of the War
Department estimate that a free canal
will have several million tone of
freight per annum. This canal is for
sale, and about twelve years ago a
commission headed by Gen. Felix Agnusmade a report to the War Departmentthat 12,TOO,000 would be a
fair price for the property. I understandthe company now want more
and so far it has been Impossible to
agree upon the price. The Departmentof Justice has been asked to
condemn the canal In order that it
may be bought by the government.
The cost of developing It according to
the new plans will be $10,000,000 or
more. The Agnus commission estlmotnrlU .. 1 9 AAA AAA

In connection with the Improvement
of which I have written will come
the widening and deepening of the
waterways which connect the Chesapeakebay with Beaufort, N. C. These
Include the Dismal Swamp canal and
the Albemarle and Chesapeake canal,
which join Chesapeake bay with Albemarlesound and. Pamlico sound,
thus giving hundreds of miles of inclosedwaterway. I am told that the
Norfolk and Beaufort canal system
can be easily dredged, and that there
Is nothing from an engineering standpointto prevent the construction of a
ship canal. The canals now in operationhave been In use for many years.
The Dismal Swamp canal was first
talked of in 1787, and the national
government subscribed $200,000 for it
along in the twenties. The canal was
improved before the civil war and a
good many years ago the government
recommended that it be widened and
deepened at a cost of less than $2,000.000.This did not materialize. This
canal has a surface width of sixty
feet and vessels drawing eight feet
six inches can pass through it.
The present project for an Inland

waterway was adopted by Congress
In 1912. It provides for a canal
twelve feet deep at low water, at an
estimated cost of about $5,400,000. TTpi
to the present Congress has appropriatedmore than one-half of this
money. It has bomrht the AlbemS'le
and Chesapeake canal, and is dredg-
log il out lu u uepiii ui iwwive leei.
Twenty-six miles of channel have
been dredged, and this will probably
be continued, although the canal may
be widened and deepened.
The four canals running from North

Carolina to Cape Cod all told are not
more .than 100 miles long. but they
will add more than 1,000 miles of protectedwaterways to the busiest parts
of the Industrial east. They will connectwith the Hudson river and Brie
canal, or the New York State Barge
canal, as It is now called, and thus
join the great lakes bv a short water
cut to the east and the south. In
addition to their mllltnry value they
will relieve our railroad congestion,
and have an Important part In tha
great manufacturing development,which, fostered by the war, is bound
to be even greater In peace.

FRANK O. CARPENTER.

The Flionant Answer.
(cpHEY'VK always got a flippant

answer ready."
The speaker was a congressman,

who was conducting a suffrage argument.
x

"OUr opponents have alwnys got a
flippant answer ready." he repeated.
They're like the waiter in the cafeteria.
" 'Walter,' said a patron, 'there's

not a single oyster In this oyster
soup.'

" 'Well,' said the waiter, flippantly,'what about It? You had a cabinet
WA/lrllnir vpatftriluv H»»* unit «« »!

any members of the cabinet in it, did
you?'

Poor Material.
'yHK Increane In drug- taking which

hfttf followed tlifl AnfrtrnAd ila.

crease In drinking led a, senator to
say, In Philadelphia;
"But, after ult, what Wind of man

resort to drugs? Pretty weak ones.
"It you study a collection of drug

victims It makes you feel dlseouragedAs you look at their receding
chins and sensual mouths, you recallthe Chinese proverb:
'"Rotten wood cannot be earved.'M
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